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189. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal.  Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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190. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal.  Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.

191. The potential impacts resulting from GAF operations on
McGregor Range are summarized in Chapter 4 of the LEIS
and presented in more detail in the Final EIS, Proposed
Expansion of GAF Operations at HAFB, New Mexico.  Under
Alternative 1, the BLM will continue to co-manage McGregor
Range, and will continue to have access to maintain the
water pipelines, tanks and other improvements.

M
cG

regor R
an

ge L
an

d
 W

ith
d

raw
al P

u
b

lic C
om

m
en

t an
d

 R
esp

on
se D

ocu
m

en
t

3-101



Public Hearing Transcripts
Alamogordo, New Mexico

M
cG

regor R
an

ge L
an

d
 W

ith
d

raw
al P

u
b

lic C
om

m
en

t an
d

 R
esp

on
se D

ocu
m

en
t

3-102



192

Public Hearing Transcripts
Alamogordo, New Mexico

192. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal.  Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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193. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal.  Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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194. The ROD for the Final EIS, Proposed Expansion of GAF
Operations at HAFB, New Mexico, describes rationale for
the decision to place the tactical target complex on the Otero
Mesa portion of McGregor Range. The MOA between the
USAF and the BLM describes the agencies’ commitment to
public access, grazing management, cultural resources,
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs), the Culp
Canyon WSA, and fire management.  These documents are
provided in Appendix A of the LEIS.

195. Chapter 2, Description of Proposed Action and Alternatives,
describes the activities that would or would not be included
in each alternative.
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196. The potential socioeconomic impacts resulting from the
alternatives are presented in Section 4.10. The Army
appreciates your involvement in the environmental analysis
process for the renewal of the McGregor Range military land
withdrawal. Your comment was considered during
preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part of this
public comment response document for congressional
review.

197. Under Alternative 5, No Action, the withdrawal of 608,385
acres of currently withdrawn land on McGregor Range would
not be renewed.  There would be no further military use of
the land returned to the public domain.  With a decreased
training capability, it is likely that a smaller number of military
units and personnel will spend time at Fort Bliss.  It is highly
probable that decreased support will be required.  Such
support would include the procurement of fewer goods and
services, mostly from the local economy.  Additional
information regarding the socioeconomic impacts of
implementing Alternative 5 are presented in Section 4.10.5.
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198. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal.  Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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199. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal.  Oil and gas reserve estimates on
McGregor Range are discussed in Section 3.5.
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200. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal.  Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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201. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal.  Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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202. Comment considered.
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203. The Army employs various planning cycles for different
aspects of its mission.  For example, the Army uses a 6-year
programming cycle for operational activities with facility
planning over a 20-year horizon.  Doctrinal and equipment
life-cycle planning can extend over a period of 40 years or
more.  The proposed 50-year withdrawal period
encompasses each of these periods and enables long-term
national security plans to rely on a stable land resource.

Different (shorter or longer) withdrawal periods would not
substantially change the environmental impacts of a land
allocation decision. Continuing stewardship and compliance
activities would be required regardless of duration.  Public
and/or agency participation in ongoing environmental
management activities on McGregor Range is assured
through existing laws, regulations, and policies as listed in
Table 1.6-1.  The Army is committed to continuing public
participation under NEPA as major new actions that could
significantly affect the environment are proposed for the
installation. The McGregor Range RMPA, jointly prepared by
the BLM and the Army provides for continuing public
participation.  The annual RMP update informs the public of
the progress made in implementing the RMPA.  The Army’s
INRMP and ICRMP contain provisions for agency
coordination and revision as necessary every 5 years.
Together, these regulatory requirements, policies, and
procedures will ensure opportunities for both public and
agency input into the future.
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204. Thank you for being involved in the public participation
process.  The Army will consider your comment.  Many
military activities that occur on McGregor Range prevent the
concurrent use of the land for public recreation.  There are
safety issues that would occur should military training and
testing occur in areas that are open for recreational
purposes.

205. Alternative 1, the Army’s proposed action, would continue to
provide public access to McGregor Range consistent with
public safety, the military mission, and the BLM
management of nonmilitary activities.
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206. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal.  Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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207. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal.  Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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208. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal.  Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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209. The Army complies with the environmental laws and
regulations that require archaeological surveys and
environmental assessments of areas that may be disturbed
by training and testing activities.
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210. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal.  Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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